Educational Program Subcommittee Recommendations
September 8, 2003

The Wayland High School Education Subcommittee has identified key requirements needed to support the Wayland High School (WHS) educational program including:  adequate classroom, meeting and study space for 1,000 -1,200 students; nine (9) science classrooms and supporting preparation space designed for demonstrations, student collaboration, computer technologies, chemical waste management and student safety; adequate locker rooms, field house space and a dedicated basketball gymnasium for 26 student athletic programs; performing arts set design, storage and instructional space with auditorium seating for 800 students, and cafeteria seating for 600 students (2 lunch periods).  The Subcommittee estimates educational program space requirements needs for 1,200 WHS students @ 220,000 sq. ft. 

The Education Subcommittee has also identified a number of shortcomings in the current physical plant that hinder the current academic environment and limit the flexibility and scalability of future Wayland High needs: 

*       The current number of classrooms and configuration do not support the required program and space for 20-25 students/classroom and enrollment figures of 1,000 - 1,200 students.

*       The science laboratories (and programs) are limited by space and technology.  There is no storage space for instrumentation, chemicals or waste.  Regulatory and safety issues require immediate focus.  There is no access to scientific computer technologies.

*       Additional space is needed to support the 17% of the WHS student body requiring state and federal mandated special education programs.

*       Wayland High's performing arts program does not have instructional, storage and design space to meet the current demands of 300 - 400 arts, music and theatre students.  Auditorium seating is limited to 300 students and sets are currently built and stored outdoors. 

*       The current cafeteria cannot support 1,000 - 1,200 students.  Current seating for 300 students requires 3 lunch periods starting at 10AM.   Additional lunch periods would have to be added to support expected growth.

*       There is no space for group study, teacher conferences/meetings. Previously dedicated space has been converted to cafeteria expansion, METCO room and language classrooms.

*       There is a lack of "useful" gymnasium space for student physical education and 26 varsity programs (45 teams).  Showers, lockers and training space(s) are small, old and functionally inadequate for 350 varsity athletes (and visiting teams).  There are no classrooms or training rooms for wellness & general health studies.  Extensive community use puts additional strain on the facilities.  

*       Inadequate LAN wiring & capacity currently limits desired uses (takes too long).  Classrooms are not equipped to integrate technology into curriculum.  There is inadequate internet capacity.

It is the recommendation of the Educational Subcommittee that immediate action be taken to eliminate the current "band-aid" approach to facility programming identified under this study and to pursue Town Meeting Funding Approval for an improved Wayland High School facility.

